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ROYAL EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO STEPS UP ON SAFETY WITH THE  
GENIE® LIFT GUARD™ FALL ARREST BAR  

 Innovative Genie® system put to the test in a challenging safety netting application in Scotland 
 

Edinburgh, SCOTLAND (5th December 2019) – For scale, no show in Scotland can rival the 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. Held for three weeks in August on the esplanade of Edinburgh Castle 
in the capital of Scotland, its series of military tattoos — performed by British Armed Forces, 
Commonwealth and international military bands and other artists — attracts 220,000 attendees each 
year. Seating for the 8,700 spectators who attend the event’s daily performances is provided by a 
grandstand that is specially erected for the tattoo every year. The installation of safety netting is part of 
its construction — a job that has been performed by safety netting specialists Peoples Safety Ltd. 
using a Genie® boom lift equipped with a Genie Lift Guard™ Fall Arrest Bar.  
 
Having recently discovered the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar accessory, Peoples Safety contacted 
rental company Nationwide Platforms in Broxburn near Edinburgh to provide its team with a Genie Lift 
Guard Fall Arrest Bar and a boom lift adapted to its needs. Installed on the basket of a 40.10 m (131 
ft) Genie SX™-125 XC™ telescopic boom lift, which offers an outreach of 24.38 m (80 ft), the netting 
specialist’s operators confirmed that, having tested the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar for the first 
time this summer, it proved to be better suited to this particularly challenging project. 
 
A member of FASET (the trade association and training body for the safety net rigging and temporary 
safety systems industry), Peoples Safety first saw a demonstration of the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest 
Bar  system during the association’s annual general meeting earlier last year. Craig McKenna, 
Contract Manager for Peoples Safety, says: “As safety systems specialists, we are always interested 
in new solutions that allow us to work safely and more efficiently, particularly when they have been as 
rigorously tested as the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar. As the first and only system of its kind to be 
officially certified as a Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest system 
has the certification we need to respond to the HSE constraints of our daily work.”   
 
He continues: “With some 4,500 m2 worth (48,438 ft2) of netting to rig in just five days, the Edinburgh 
Tattoo is a challenging project that provided a perfect opportunity for our team to really put the Genie 
Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar to the test.”  
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Highlights of the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo Project 
With only three days allocated to complete the grandstand, construction work demanded erecting a 
steel framework that was then covered by tiered boarding, which served as stair access and as a 
support for the installation of individual seating. The task of the Peoples Safety team involved rigging 
safety netting beneath and on the outer edges of the framework to protect people working on the 
construction, and once completed, spectators seated on the outer edges from the risk of falling from 
height. 

As McKenna explains: “Although all our operators are fully certified and highly experienced, and even 
though they had already performed the task several times before, this job demands the ability to work 
at a very steady pace, often outside of the platform.”  
 
He continues: “In the past, our operators had found that the various forms of fall arrest systems that 
we were using were often inconvenient and slowed them down. This year, thanks to the self-retracting 
lanyard and sliding rail of the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar system, our operators found that they 
were able to focus on their job while remaining safety attached without the hazard of tripping or being 
hindered by the inertia block and pendulum effect that they had experienced before using other fall 
arrest designs.”  
 
McKenna finishes: “They also benefitted from a greater working area to move around in when outside 
the platform while staying constantly connected to the boom, which made the process easier and more 
comfortable. As far as we are concerned, the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar has successfully passed 
our test for this job. And when it comes to using it again, the answer is a definite ‘yes’!”  
 
Specifics about the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar Accessory 
Genie boom lifts have been designed and successfully tested to withstand the force of a free-falling 
136 kg (300 lb) test mass. As such, specific Genie boom lifts can themselves be considered as 
“external reliable anchorage points.” Specifically designed for use with Genie booms, the Genie Lift 
Guard Fall Arrest Bar is the first accessory of its kind in the industry to distinguish itself by being 
officially certified as a PPE of category 3 by an EU Notified Body.  
 
Comprising a yellow, sliding, enclosed horizontal track that allows the lanyard to glide smoothly along 
the full length of the platform, the Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar extends the working reach outside 
and around the perimeter of the platform, enhancing ease of access and comfort while keeping 
workers safely attached externally to the platform. 
 

Compatible with all Genie 1.83 m (6 ft) or 2.44 m (8 ft) platforms, its simple bolt-on design makes it 
easy to install for fast set-up or removal within 15 minutes. In addition to increasing productivity for 
tasks that require working outside the platform, this system is a more practical and cost-efficient PPE 
alternative to traditional fall arrest and temporary edge protection and guarding rail systems. 

 
 

Photos & captions  
 
1. Phase 1. Genie Lift Guard Fall Arrest Bar accessory installed on the platform of a Genie SX-125 XC 
telescopic boom lift. On the left, netting rigged and installation of boarding and seating in progress. 
 
2. Phase 2.Installation of netting begins on second section of the grandstand. 
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About Peoples Safety Ltd. 
Based in central Scotland and operating throughout Scotland and the UK, Peoples Safety Ltd. employs certified and 
experienced specialists to provide high-quality services to regulations set by FASET, IPAF, CISRS, PASMA and Tammet. With 
many years of experience in providing safety systems for people working at height within the construction industry, the 
company’s specialized skills range from scaffolding and temporary site access to edge protection, safety netting and fall arrest 
systems. Further information about Peoples Safety can be found on the company website www.peoplessafety.co.uk 

#### 

About Terex 
Terex Corporation is a global manufacturer of lifting and material processing products and services delivering lifecycle solutions 
that maximize customer return on investment. Major Terex brands include Terex, Genie, Powerscreen and Demag. Terex 
solutions serve a broad range of industries, including construction, infrastructure, manufacturing, shipping, transportation, 
refining, energy, utilities, quarrying and mining. Terex offers financial products and services to assist in the acquisition of Terex 
equipment through Terex Financial Services. More information about Terex is available on its website: www.Terex.com, and on 
its LinkedIn page -- www.linkedin.com/company/terex and Facebook page -- www.facebook.com/TerexCorporation. 

 

 


